
DAN is a retired Backhoe Operator who 
worked Union for over 40 years. He’s going 
in for hip replacement surgery next week. 
The procedure will require two units of 
blood.

RYAN is a Journeyman Crane Operator 
working in the Fort McMurray area. He’s 
very focused on the job, because it takes 
his mind off the fact that back home in 
Edmonton, his daughter is receiving 
treatment for leukemia. When he’s off 
shift, he’s on the phone with his family as 
much as possible, trying to be strong for 
everyone. Her treatments require eight 
units of blood each week. 

BRANDON is a third-year Apprentice 
Heavy Duty Mechanic, on his way home 
after completing his first Union job up 
north. It’s raining on Highway 63, and 
he’s watching the road and his speed. But 
someone else wasn’t. From the moment 
emergency personnel arrive to the end of 
his recovery in hospital, he could need up 
to 50 units of blood.

If you were in a position to help your Union brothers 
like Dan, Ryan and Brandon, there’s no question your 
first impulse would be to do so. And as it turns out, 
you CAN help. You can donate blood. And you can save 
lives.
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The IUOE has joined with Canadian Blood Services’ 
Partners for Life program to help meet the ongoing need 
for donations of blood and blood products. Alberta’s Local 
955 is leading the pack in year-to-date donations among 
all IUOE provincial locals across Canada. But the demand 
is constant — you can help keep the momentum going!

Your Union takes pride in giving back to the communities 
where we work and live, by offering financial support 
to charities, hospitals, and STARS Air Ambulance. These 
services are there for us and our families when we need 
them, so it’s only right we should help keep them running. 
Donating blood is a way for you to take an active role in 
this community support — to feel the pride of doing good 
work both on and off the jobsite.

Even if you don’t care for the idea of donating whole 
blood, you can still contribute. Alternatives include 
donating blood products such as plasma or platelets, stem 
cell donation, or even a financial gift.

We understand that not having regular access to a blood 
donor clinic can be a major obstacle to participating, 
especially for our members in the field. There are 
permanent donor clinics in Edmonton, Calgary, Red Deer 
and Lethbridge.  Mobile clinics take place in 45 rural 
communities, as far north as Westlock.  This is where we 
ask you to make the small effort of contacting Canadian 
Blood Services — just call 1-888-2-DONATE — to find a 
clinic near you, or to book an appointment for the next 
time you’re going to be back in the city.

Don’t forget to ask at the clinic about registering for 
IUOE’s Partners for Life Team so your donation can add 
to our team’s total!  You can also register online at www.
blood.ca/joinpartnersforlife using our Partner ID Number: 
INTE010936 (four letters, six numbers).  Once you register, 
all of your past and future donations will automatically 
count towards Local 955’s goal to contribute at least 35 
donations in 2012.

The number-one priority on any Union worksite is, of 
course, safety. But there’s no denying that we have 
relatively high-risk jobs. We work around powerful, 
potentially dangerous equipment, and though we always 
strive to prevent them, accidents can happen. Not to 
mention the risk involved in travelling to and from work, 
when situations like Brandon’s can occur that are simply 
beyond your control. When you donate blood, the life you 
save could be your own.

You never know when you might find yourself in a 
situation like Dan, Ryan or Brandon’s. Hopefully never. But 
you can picture it happening, and you can imagine how 
grateful you would be that someone took the time and 
effort to make that lifesaving donation. 

Please help save lives — your Union brothers’ and 
sisters’, in your community, your family’s, your own. Call 
1-888-2-DONATE to make a difference. 
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Business Manager/Financial Secretary Bruce Moffatt,  
giving blood in Edmonton at the Canadian Blood Services clinic 
beside the U of A Hospital (8249 114 Street). Bruce’s commitment 
to being a donor began in 1973. Today,  he is proud to have his 
contributions count towards the Local 955’s growing total.

Group O can donate red blood cells to 
anybody (Universal Donor).

Group A can donate red blood cells to 
A’s and AB’s.

Group B can donate red blood cells to 
B’s and AB’s.

Group AB can donate to other AB’s, but 
can receive from all other (Universal 
Recipient).

Source: The American Red Cross
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